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FREE TERRITORY CONVENTION. 



PROCEEDINGS. 

J Convention met in the Democratic Hall, in 
itesman Building, and temporarily organized 
ing J. P.KIRTLAND, of Cuyahoga coun- 
the Chair, and appointing F. M. Keith, of 
county, and John C. Vaughan, of HamiU 
unty, Secretaries. 

egations were in attendance from every 
essional District of the State except one, and 
om Indiana. 

motion of Hon. E. S. Hamlin, of Cuyaho^ 
mty, a committee of one from each of the 
'essional districts represented, was appointed 
oinate permanent officers for this Conven- 
The Committee was filled by the appoint- 
of the following citizens : 

)i6trict, A. H. Ernst, of Hamilton county 
istrict, Jonathan Farquhar, of Butler county 
ist., Luthor Bruen, of Montgomery county 
district, Thomas K. Smith, of Logan county 
District, John Paul, of Williams county 
District, John Frazier, of Brown county 
District, Erastus Tulleys, of Ross county 
i)i»tTict., W. A. Ustick, of Fayette county 
District, Wm . B. Jarvis, of Franklin county 
District, J. J. Stone, of Richland county 
District, S. P. Lindley, of Meigs county 
Jistrict, J. McCoy, of Washington county 
Hstrict, George Richey, of Guerns^ county 
District, Thomas Lee, of Harrison county 
District, Eli Nichols, of Coshocton county 
)i8trict, H. L. Preston, of Columbiana co 
District, F. M. Keith, of §tark county 
District, Jacob H. Baldwin, of Trumbull co 
District, Diodate Clark, of Cuyahoga county 
district, Moors Farwell. of Erie county. 

motion, the Committee on Organization, 
istructed to report at the sitting of the Con- 
a in the afternoon, or earlit?r if practicable, 
motion, 

olned. That Mif deh'gatrs from each Con- 
nal District appiunt i.^e to iM/ir)pr.*e u Com- 
on Address and Resolutions, und'tjiat ^aid 
ittee meet at 12 M., and report this afternoon 
ticable. 

Committee on Organization then reported 
Qes of the following persons as permanent 
of the Convention : 

For President! 
EINRY STARR, of Hamilton county. 

For Vice Presidents; 
t — Friend Cook, of Portage. 
-rJ. P. KirUand, of Cuyahoga. 
'Robert Stewart, of hoss. 
For 8ecretarie.s ; 
— F. M. Keith, of Stark. 



2d — Donn Piatt, of Logan. 

3d — Wm. G. Graham, Frank4in. 

Mr. Starr asked, an account of ill health, to be 
excused from serving as President, whereupon, 
on motion, the blank was fJileJ with the name of 
Nathaniel Sawyier, of Cincinrtati.- 

On motion of C. P. Wolcott of Summit 
County, the report of the Comrailtce, as amen>* 
ded, was adopted, ancT the gentlemen whose 
riames were reportedV were declared to be the 
permanent officers of this Convention. 

NATHANIEL SAWYlEH, Ksq., the Pres- 
ident elect was then conducted to the Chair, 
and introduced to the Convention by John C. 
Vaughan, Esq. 

Henry Starr, of Hamilton, then read to the 
Convention a letter, approving the objects of the 
Convention, pledging his co-operation, from 
Nathan Guilford, Esq., of Cincinnati. 

Amos Moore, of Hamilton, was called for and 
addressed the Convention in an animated and 
interesting speech. 

Hon. E. S. Hamlin then read a letter from tho 
Hon. J. R. Giddings, indicating his position in 
opposition to the Phlladeljjhia nominations, and 
after the reading of the letter addressed the Cons 
vention very eloquently and with great effect; 
and was followed by S. H. Chase, a delegate 
from the State of Indiana. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved f Thit a committee of three be ap- 
pointed to procure a larger hall for the meeting 
of thi*. Convention ; whereupon Messrs. S. M. 
Smith, John Burr and John McCullough, of 
Franklin County, were appointed said Com- 
mittee. 

On motion the Convention a4Joarned to meet 
at 3 o'clock, P. M. 

AFTEUNOOX SESSION. 

Convention met pursuant lo adjournment. 
Every District was now represented. 

The n^mes of the members of the Committee 
on Addrcsj and Resolutions, as filled by the 
appointment of ctie several Congressional Dele-' 
gations, were reported as follows : 

1st District, John C. Vaughan, of Hamilton. 

2nd. Alfd. Thomas, of Butler. 

3rd. John Bonner, of Montgomery. 

4th. Donn Piait, of Logan. 

5th. John Paul, of W^illiams. 

6th. Harrison McLellan, of Seneca. 

7th. John M. Nelson, of Highland. 

8tli. J. M. Jackson, of Ross. 

9th. H. C. Stewart, of Fayette. 

10th. George D. Graham, of FracvWlo* 
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12th. S. C. T<arkin, of Meigs. 
13th. John C. McCoy, of Washington. 
14th. M. R. Hull, oi Muskingum. 
15th. Wm. Steele, of Guernsey. 
16th. Eli Nichols, of Coshocton. 
17th. H.L.Preston of Columbiana. 
18th. Saml. Pease, of Wayne. 
19rh. Chr. P. Wolcott, of Summit. 
SOth. E. 8. Hamlin, oftCuyahoga. 
21st. Phil. Bliss, of Lorain. 

James Birney of Hamilton county, the Com* 
mittee on Address and Resolutioofi not being 
ready to report, was called for, and came for- 
ward and addressed the Convention, and was ful* 
lowed by Samuel Lewis and M. R.rHuU. 

Philemon Bliss, of Lorain county, being called 
for, then came forward and addressed the Con- 
vention, and was followed by D. Piatjt, of Logan 
county, and Joseph Vance of Knox county. 

Hen. John M. Woods, on behalf of those who 
have charge of the State House, and in his own 
behalf tendered to the Convention the use of the 
Hall of the House of Representatives for their fu- 
ture sessions. 

On motion, the thanks of the Convention were 
tendered to Mr. Woods, and through .him to those 
who, in connection with him, have charge of the 
House. 

H. L. Preston, Esq., of Coluraibiana county 
being called for, then addressed the.meeting. 

On motion, it was /2e«o/o<'rf, That when this 
Convention adjourn, it adjourn to meet in the 
State House yard ak ^ before eight a'clock this, 
afternoon. 

On motion, it was Resolved^ That the Con- 
vention meet to morrow morning at eight o'clock, 
in the State House. 

On motion, adjourned. 

The evening session was occupied by anima- 
ted and thrilling speeches from diflferent mem* 
bers, giving an account of the state of the cause 
in their counties, and cxhortingthe vast audience 
to join in rolling on the ball. 



Convention adjourned till afternoon. (See 
Add resn post page 7.) 



Wedwesdat MoRjriNo, June 21. 

The hour of 8 o'clock having arrived, the 
Convention was called to order by the President; 
prayer by the Rev M. E. Strebey of Mount 
Vernon. 

The Secretary then read an address of the 
.Indiana Wilmoi Proviso League, which was re- 
ceived with enthusiasm. 

J. A. Briggs, of Cuyahoga, being called for, 
came forward and addressed the Conven- 
tion. 

S. S. Harding, Esq., a delegate from Indiana 
being called for, came forward and gave the 
Convention an account of the Free Territory and 
Taylor Conventions, lately held in Indian* 
opoVia. 
Mr. Vaughan from the Committee on those 
matters, reported an Address, which, having been 11 
re^, fras ananlmoas/y adopted, and then the U 









ApTERVOO^' AND EvETTI^O SESSION. 

Contention assembled at 2 o'clock. Hon. 
Thomas Lee of Harrison county, being calkd 
upon, addressed the Convention. The Com* 
mittee on Address, &c., reported a series of reso** 
lutions, which after some disscussion by Messri. 
Starr and Vaughan, were unanimously adopted. 
(See these . Resolutions, with others adopted &y 
Convention, on next^page.) 

The same Committee then reported an Ad^ 
dress to the People of the United States, which 
was unanimously adopted. (See Address pod 
page 14.) 
•^On motion. 

Resolved^ That the^Com mittee on Organisation 
report the rlames of two citizens for Senatorial 
Electors, and that each Congressional District b« 
requested to appoint one Elector of President and 
Vice President of the United St aes to vote for 
nominees pledged to Freedom, Free Territory 
and Free Labor. 

• Resolved, That the Delegations from each Con- 
gressional District report the names of three dele- 
gates from each to thd National Independent 
Convention at Buffalo, if prepared to select, and 
ifnot.thatthe districts be requested to appointsuch J 
Delegates at the earliest practicable day. 
On motion of J. A. Briggs, 
Resolved, That we demand for the people cf 
the West an adequate system of Rivei^ andUaS 
I bor improvements, and we firmly believe thai 
'the ascendancy of the slave power in the Nap 
laional Councils has hitherto constituted the chiaf 
obstacle to the adoption of such a system. 
On motion of P. Bliss, 

Resolved, That a Newspaper devoted to Free- 
dom,Free Territory and Free Laborjbe establisbd 
in this city, and we pledge ourselves to extend il 
circulation. 

On motion, S. P. Chase and John C Vaugbfti^ 
were appointed a committee to superintend IIb 
publication of the Pro<;eedings of the Conventioii 
The Committee on Organisation by F. M. KeiAt^ 
made reports recommending as Senatorial Eket' 
; tors, Joseph Lyman, of Cuyahoga county, arf ^ 
. Nathaniel Sawyer, of Hamilton county, whi4 
! report was accepted and adopted. 

The following names were reported W 
i (congressional Delegations, as Delegates to tAj 
I National Independent Free Territory Conve . 
to t>e held at Buffalo, with power to fill all v^ 
cancies : 

1st Con. Dis., ^ohn C. Vanghan, Sam'l Lewi^ 

John W. Shields; ' 

2(1. Sam'l Lemar, Jos. Stevenson, Alf. TboiDM(^ 

4th. Obed Hor, J. R. Ware, of Champaign, Doali 

Piatt, of Logan ; 
6th. Jas. B. Steel, Bemis Anofeden, Dr.^ Jackson; 
7ih. TUoa. McCa^xie, o^ "Bto^ti, Xo^tk M« Nel 
son, oi li\g\vUuA^i«L^o\i"£ia^x%o\,^lC\«txBi%A 



kh. Bbbert Stewart, John Sperry, Derrick Am* 

merman ; 
Jth. J, Whitvwll, B. W. Man. H. C. Stewart; 
Llth. Columbus Delano, of Knox, Beoj. Grass. 

of Ratland, James McNeil, of Marion ; 
I3th. David Putnam, Jr., John Stone, Ichabod 

H. Nye ; 
]4tli. John Craig, James Fycley,' A. A. Guthrie 

of Muskingum; 
loth. Joseph Thomas, Alex. K. Burtch, Thom** 

as Lee, of Harrison; 
[l8tL Fucrrne Pardre, of Wayne, Sami Pease, 

F. M. Keith, of Stark; 
Idtfa, John M. .Hutibins, of Trumbull, Isaac 

Brayton, of Portage, C. P. Wolcott,. of 

Summit. 
^ ' Ntb, Thomas Bolton, of Cuyahoga, Uri Seeley, 

of Lake. Coi. Erastus Spencer, of Geauga; 
, Uit, J. W. Martin of Huron, Marshall Burton, 

of Erie, A. S. Townsend, of Loraine. 

^j Eugene Pardee, of Wayne county, being call- 
jv id for, came forward and addressed the Conven- 



tion, and waa followed by Mr. Fiarmer, Jos. Vance- 
and others. 

On motion 4 

Resolved, That the Proceeding and Addresses- 
of this Convention, be published in all the Inde- 
pisndent Papers of the Sta^e, in favor of Free Soil 
for Freemen,, and also in pamphlet form, and that 
we earnestly recommend to each county in the 
State to take efBcient measures for the circulation 
of the Proceedings and Address in every county 
and district. 

Ail the business being now done, the Conven- 
tion, with three cheers for Freedom, Free Territo- 
ry and Free Labor, adjourned without day. 

NATHANIEL 8AWYIER, President. 

FniEND Cook, 

J. P. KiRTLAND, S* V. Pres. 

Robert Stewart. 
F. M.. Keith, 

Donn Piatt, J. Secretaries. 

Wm. H. Graham, 



) BESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE INDEPENDENT STATE. 
^ FREE TERRITORY CONVENTION OF OHIO, HELD 
AT COLUMBUS, JUNE 20TH AND 21ST, 1848. 
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Whereas, We have assembled in Convention 

kwis tht Friends of Freedom,. Free Territory and 

.t^e Labor, willing and: desirous to oo-operate 

' with any party thoioughly resolved and inflexibly 

.determined to permit no farther extension of sla*^ 

>Wj and to resist the alarming aggressions of the 

Slire Power, but prepared also, in the event that 

etch of the great political parties should nominate 

candidates unfaithful to Freedom, to act as befits 

men determined to resist, by ail constitutional 

meiDS, the introduction of Slavery into National 

Territories; 

A&d Whereas, The Convention styling itself 
Jlemocratic, assembled af Baltimore, on the 22d 
day of May, 1848, nominated, for the Presidency, 
Lewis Cass, whose recent ardent friendship for the 
Wihnot Proviso has been suddenly converted in- 
to decided hostility by the operation of Presiden- 
upirations: and the Convention,. styling itself 
ig, assembled at Philadi*lphia on the 7th day 
Jane, l848,nominatpd for the Presidency Zach- 
Taylor, a large slaveholder of the extreme 
itfa, whohas never avowed' a sentiment in fa- 
of the restriction of slavery, but from his posi- 
ciroumetances, habits and associations, must 
ihs'inesuroed to be favorable to '\U extension; 
L And Wh£rea8„ a mong the Principles of Ohio 
■towed by her Legislature^ cherished by herCiti- 
■M uid incorporated in her Fundamental Law, 
[(■0 are more fiVmly fixed than this of opposi- 
Ifci to Slavery Extension. 
Ulst Resolvedt TTierafore, That this Cbaven- 
'J^lttt Vkd the Freemen whom tiMs C(>aveDtioa> vep» 
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resents, unwilling to submit to slaveholding dicta- 
tion, but determined, now and hereafter, at all 
times and under all circumstances, to resist in- 
flexibly the aggressions of the Slave Power, re- 
ject, with indignation, the nominations dictated by 
the slaveholders to the Baltimore and Philadelphia- 
Gbnventioni:, as utterly unworthy of the support 
of non-slaveholding freemen. 

2d. Resolvedy That the Proviso of Jeffer- 
son, to prohibit the existence of slavery, after 
1800, in all the territories of the United States, 
Southern and Northern;. the votes of six States 
and sixteen delegates in Congress for the Pro- 
viso, to three States and seven delegates against 
it; the actual exclusion of slavery from the North- 
western Territory by the Ordinance of 1787, unan- 
imously adopted by Congress; and the entire his- 
tory of that period clearly show that it was the 
settled policy of the nation not to extend or nation- 
alize but tO' limit and localize slavery; and to this 
policy, whtch> ought never to have been departed 
from, the government ought immediately to re- 
turn« 

3d. Rssolvedf That our fathers ordained the 
6!i>nstitution of the United States> to-establish jus- 
tice,.promote the general welfare, and secure the 
blessings of liberty;, but expressly denied to the 
Governmentwhich they, created, all constitution- 
al power to deprive any person of life,, liberty or 
property without due legal process. 

4ih. Resolved, That, in the judgment of this 
Convention, Congress has no power to inetittils 
slavery. No such power can be fbuud amoii^ 
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tbose specifically conferred by the Constitution or 
derived by implication from them. 

5th. Resolved^ That Congress having no pow- 
er to authorize slavery in the Territories, is bound 
by every consideration of reason, justice, sound 
policy and constitutional obligation, to prohibit 
its introduction. 

6th. Resolvedf That we accept the issue ten- 
dered us by the slaveholders, and to their demand 
for m "^e Slave States and more Slave Territory t 
our auswer is **no more Slave States and no 
Slave Tkbritoht.*' 

7ih. Resolved, That we greatly honor the 
bold, honest, and independent conduct of the 
Xew York Dexocuact, in maintaining the 
principles of Jefferson against the Extension of 
Slavery; — and of her delegates to the BHltinioru 
Convention in refusing to accept seats in that body 
upon conditions dishonorable to their constituents 
and insulting to them, and we earnestly desire to 
co-operate with them in the approaching struggle 
for Free Soil for Free Men. 

8th, Resolvedf That we repose full confidence 
in the purity, wisdom, patriotism awd firmness 
of John McLean. His opinions that ** slavery 
can exist only by virtue of a special law;" that 
*'the common law, national law and law of nature 
are -opposed to it;'' that " the relation of master 
and slave is an unnatural and artificial relation, 
created by the municipal law and consequently 
cannot exist beyond the binding influence of 
such law;" and "that Congress has no power to 
constitute slavery anywhere,'' meet our warmest 
approval and heartiest concurrence. 

9th, Resolved, That Preston Kingy Jnhn Van 
Buretif George Rathhun and their associates, by 
their indomitable courage and inflexible persevers 
ance in leading the New York Democracy against 
the combined forces of Hunkerism and Slavery, 
have entitled themselves to the admiration of all 
Lovers of Freedom and Haters of Despotism. 

10th. Resolved, That the independent and 
fearless speech and conduct of Joshua R. Gid- 
dings, John G. Palfrey, Amos Tuck, Jr., and 
David Wilmotand their worthy colleagues in 
Congress, in opposition to the demands of jUie 
Slave Power; and of Henry Wilson and Charles 
Allen ofMa8sachusetts,and of Lewis D.Campbell, 
D. R. Tilden and Samuel Galloway of Ohio, in 
opposition to the nomination of Gen. Taylor, in 
the Philadelphia Convention, meet our cordial 
approval, and correctly express the determina<* 
tioo of the Freemen of the Free States. 

11th. Resolved, That John P. Hale— the first 
REBEL against Hunkerism and Slavery in the 
Democratic Party, and the first victor over 
their combined powers, — by his bold and uncom<« 
promising defence in the Senate of the United 
States, of free speech, free printing, free soil 
and free labor against the aggressions of the 
Slave Power, has won for himself the enduring 
confidence and affection of all true hearted 
Americans. 

12th. Resolved, That we recognize at valid 



that interpretation of the doctrine of free sod 
which assures to actual settlers, under suita- 
ble limitations, the free grant of reasonable por* 
ions of the Public Domain, as [)ermanent homei 
for themselves and their children; and we fally 
•bdieve that the free and independent yeomanry, 
which such a policy would create, would prova^ 
in every emergency, the surest safeguard and d» 
fence of free institutions. 

12th. Resohedy That we demand a retrench* 
•ment of the expenses and patronage of the Fed- 
eral -Government; the abolition' of all unneces* 
sa|[y offices and salaries, and the election by the 
people of all civil officers in the service of the 
Government, so far as the same may be prac- 
ticable. 

14th. Resolved, That we demand Freedom 
and Established Institutions for our brethren in 
Oregon, who are now exposed to hardship, peril 
and massacre by the reckless hostility of the 
slaveholders to the establishment of a Free Gov> 
em ment for a Free Territory. 

\5th. Resolved 'Vhatvie invite allFriends of Free- 
dom,Free Territoryand Free Labor op|M>sed tothe 
election oiCassorTaylor to assemble inConvention I 
at Buffalo on the ninth day of August, 1848, tol 
nominate candidates for the Presidency and! 
Vice Presidency of the United States, and take I 
such other measures as the crisis requires. I 

16th. Resolved, That we earnestly recom* 1 
mend to the Freemen of Ohio to support vo ' 
MAN for Congress or the State Legislature whc 
is not an assured friend and faithful maintainei 
of the principles of freedom, and ready to act, 
independently, wilh any party, or against any 
party, as the cause of Freedom, Free Territory 
and Free Labor may require. 

17th. Resolved, That we deem it inexpedient 
at this time, to make any nomination for Gov 
ernor. 

18th. Resolved, That E. S. Hamlin, Thomu 
Bolton, Edward Wade, T. C. Floyd, and Jo- 
seph Ly>man of Cuyahoga county, be a State 
Independent Committee, authorized to act lor 
the Independent Friends of Freedom, FreeTer> 
ritory and Free Labor, until the appointment of 
their successors by a subsequent St^te Conven- 
tion; and that they be authonzed to fill their 
own vacancies and appoint corresponding roe» 
hers in each county. 

19th. Resolved, That for the advancement d 
our cause we put our trust in God and invoko 
his guidance in our efforts for the redemption of 
our country from the yoke of the Slave Power. 
20th. Resolved, (on motionoj Jos, A. Briggs, of 
Cuyahoga,) That we demand for the People uif 
the West an adequate system of River and Har* 
bor Improvements, and wo firmly believe that 
the ascendancy of the slave power in the Nat» 
tional Councils has hitherto constituted the chief 
obstacle to the adoption of such a system. 

21 St. Resolved, (on motion of P, BHse, ofhs* 
rain,^ That a Newspaper devoted to Freedom* 



Frae Territory and Fiee Labor, be ntabliabed in- 
the city ol Columbui, and we pledge ounelvee to 
extend its circulation. 

23d. StMliied, Tbal the ProceedingB^aad Ad- 
dreaae* of thia ConTentian, be publiibed in all 
the Indepeodent Papeia of the Slate, in faior of 



Free Soil for FrEemeii. and alao in pimphlel 
foriD, and that lie- earnettlj reGommeaded to 
Bsch countj in the State to lake efficisnl mese- 
nrea Tor the circulation of Ibe ProceediDgs and the 
Addrsu to the People of Ohio in every count;. 
and dislitcL 



ADDRESS OF THE INDEPENDENT STATE FREE TERRI- 
TORY CONVENTION, HELD AT COLUMBUS, JUNE 
20TH AND 21ST, fO THE PEOPLE OF OHIO. 



FSLIOW CtTIIEH!: 

A great ciiels has atriied in the hislary of 
our country. The events at the next Tew months 
must decide trhelher the American People are 
in (ruth a Free People, cr tbe voluntary bonds- 
men of the SJavebotding Oligarchy. i 

The nation baa ju>t emergeil from thenar' 
with Mexico. That war hai reaulted — as sIoioeI 
(11 men hare long foreseen itmust reault-^in an 
immenaa acquisition of territory. New Meiico 
and Upper California, and part of Seoora and 
Sinaloa, and all the district South of New Mex- 
ico, and between Ibe Rio Grraode and Nueces, 
have been ceded to tbe Unileil Slates. The 
territory thui acquired baa an area ef nearly, tf 
not quite, teven hundred Ihaoiand square 

Of this vast region, Texas modeatly claims 
more than one hundred and fiAy thousand aijuaro 
miles, compiieing fragments of Chihuahua, New 
Leon, Coahuila, and Tamanlipas, and nearly all 
Neiv Mexico, lying eaat of the fiio Grande.— 
This claim being wholly rejected, as it ought lo 
be, and, but for the ascendancy of the Slave 
Power in tbe National Uovernment, undoubtedly 
would be, all Ibis territory is National Territory, 
to be Bottled, governed, and finally created into 
States, under the auspices ol the Gavammentof 
the United SUIes. If the Texan claim be ad- 
nntted to all the district Boutb of New Mexico, 
■ud east of tbe B.io Grande, C*nd no one nt pre- 
sent proposes to grant more,) there alill remain 
to be disposed of aa National Territory nearly 
rni hundred and Gfty thousand square miles of j 
area, being more than one third of the entire 
Meiiean Republic, and sufficieni to make filleen 
Slated as large as Ohio. 

Shall this viit region be Free Terriiery or 
Slave Territoryl It is now Free. Not a slave 
breathes its pure air. Shall Slavery be forced 
into it by ibe Government of the United Slates! 
Shall Freedom be abolished to make room for 
Slavery! Shall the free laborers of Ilie Nottb 
and the South, the Union and the World be ex- 
cluded thence, or degraded there, in order that 
enslavers of men and dealers in human beinga, 
may be admitted with Iheii victims and their 
merchandize! 

This is the Great Paramount Question of the 



, present moment, not to be evaded or postponed. 
' I In view of Ibis queaiion, Ibe people of the Free 
: Stales, have,within ibe last three years, repealeti- 
I ly. and in every fornl, and with singular unan- 
imity, announced their fixed delermi nail on to 
permit no further Extension of Slave 
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adoplod by a larjte majority of the 
/louse 01 Kepresen la lives, but unhappily defeat - 
ed in tbe Senate; in Iho ResolVes of Legislature ^i 
in the Declaralions of Stale Conventions, and 
in the resoluliona of primary meetings of the 
People of all parties ihroughout the Free Slates. 

No where was this all pervading sentiment 
more distinctlr announced than in Ohio, the Em- 
pire State of the West, herself indebted for this 
ptoud distmction to the provision of the Ordi- 
dance of 1TS7, excluding the curse of slavery 
irom ber borders. Her Legislature in both 
Houses, the Conventions of all ber Political 
Parlies, and Popular Assemblogea of each Party, 
took decided and unequivocal ground. Among the 
Principles of Ohio, none seemed more flrmlv 
filed than that of hostility lo Slavpry Extension 
and the gronth ofthe Slave Power. 

!l is now lo be determined, whether Ohio will 
abide by her Principles, thus dectirod, or basely 
surrender Ihem upon the demand of ihe Slave- 
holders and Suhmissionists, who have succeeded 
in obtaining the control of the National Convcn- 
lions of two of the great Political Parties. 

preceding the meeting* 



if thee. 



appar, 



veholdera, encouraged by past E 
their attempts to control Ite action of political 
parliea, bad detei mined to dri>e both into the 
Dominalion of candidates favorable to tbe policy 
of Slavery Extension. With this view new in- 
lerprelalioBs of the Constitution and doctrines 
of law, betore unheard of. were' boldly advanced 
and strenuously maintained. The Slaveholders 
insisted Ibal slavebolding is a natural right; that^ 
slaves are propprly inthe same sense, and for tbe 
same reason that sheep and oxen are properly; 
that the slaiehofder may rightfully hold hia 
slaves wherever he may choose to take them; 
that the Constitution was designed to sanction 
alaveholdiiig in ail Nalional Territories; that it 



is (he duty of Congreis, urJer ihe CDnslilullon, 
to throw arnunJ ggch BlavehoWing, llie prolec- 
tion of laiT. tn ibeir Slate Lrgislaturcs and 
their Political Pafly Consenlione, Ihfiv openly 

the Preaidcncy, or Vice Presidency, who wguU 
not adopt Iheic plBttbrm and countenance dieir 
views. To dsraonstrate the fiiednesB of (heir 
purpose Zschary Taylor, then in cominand 
ol a liiviBiocarihe Army in Meiiea.in active ser- 
vice; a slaveholder, r fare J in Ihe pfaeticeofelave- 
holdJDg; nholly unacquainted with those princi- 
ples or reoEon and Ian, by which itavoholding is 
condemned or limited in locality; surrounded by 
slaveholdiag relations, frienils and nseocisttJ^; 
with no feeling or principle against, l>iit ivilh 
every feeling and principle in favor of the Ei- 
lension of Slavery, waa nominated hy the Le- 
gisUture of Iiouisiana. without disiinciion of 
parly, aa an Independent Candidate for the i'rs' 
aidency, and this- nomination was OorJially sec- 
nnded in many, and fonnd numeroos favurerain 
nil the Slave Staler. 

This demonstration alarmed untcrupnlous 
gamblers in politics and (im>d devotees of jiarly. 
It revealed the determinatian of the mavcholtl- 
ing leaders— always acted on, but never hitherto 
BO openly avriwed, — to tanounce, if not permiltrJ 
lo coDtrol, the eiisting parties ol the country. — 
Political leader* hastened to reiuno the yuks of 
vaaaalage to the Slave Power; and to mnko i 
atonement for slight munifeslalions of insubordi- 
nation by new oaths of lealt^. Flee Suite Dspi- 
ranti for presidential honora in one parly 
vied with each other in protestations of homage. 
In the olhfr, the Slave Power boldly danianded 
.llie nomination of Zachary Taylor, the Indepen- 
dent Slaveholdiog Candidate himself, as Ihe 
price of favor, and, one after another, party load- 

Such WHS the condition of alltiirs when the 
■ Demociatic Convention asBembled at Baltimore. 

TwodelegelionB were present from New York; 
one appointed in conformity with the uaagea of 
Ihe parly, and having the credentials of ibe Di-- 
mocracy of the State, but known as InHexiblD 
opponents lathe Eitpnsion ofSlaverf; the other 
apptHQled in disregard of iIiorb usages and hav- 
ing only tbe credentials of a faction, but known 
as (he bumble and willing vasvale of the Slave 
Power. The Convenlisn dared not Bbsnlutely 
reject the one, — dared not exclusively aJmiS Iho i 
other, — but, "willing to wound and yet afraid lo ' 
Htrike,'* reeoTted to the mean eipediAit ol ad' 
mitting b)th and thus indtrectlj denying to the I 
New York Democracy a rapresenlaiion in the 
body. The regularly appointed delegaten, scorn- 
ing K> accept aiats upon terms so degrading, lelt 
the Canvenlion. 

The indignity ihua offered to Freedom in. the 

imnirr JVew York Fooai stinking contrael in 

Ikshommge oOerrd to SUrtry in Ihe case oi South 

Cmrolkim. Batajung/e iadindual U3M, aptly bq- 



ougb, General Commander,waB present from that' 
State. He had been appointed by a Parish meet- 
ing, ofa dozen persons, more or less, somewliers 
in oneofihe Coneresslonal Dialricts. Heclaimsd 
nine voles — tbe whole number to wliich South 
Carolina, if fully and equally represented , would 
have been entitled, and ibis claim was sitowsd. 
Nine votes were allowed las Parish Delegate 
from South Carol ill a, while the great Slate ofSew 
Yoik was disfranchiaed altogether. 

The Convention, thuB constituted and thus 
maimed, nominated as its candidate for the 
Presidency, Lewis Caaa, of Michigan, of whom 
it ia iust to say, ibat it would be difhcult (0 name 
a man whose desertion of Ihe principles nf 
freedom for the maxims of slavery would be 
more ineicusably infamous. A citizen of Ihe 
North West, (rusted and honored by Ihe Norlh- 
wesl, he has witnessed from early manhood to 
old age, Ihe boundless end countless bleesingg 
and benefits, which tbe Proviso against Slavery, 
lirst proposed by Jefferson in 1784, and engraft- 
ed upon tbe Ordinance of 1 TST by Ihe unanimous 
coneent of the Congress of the Confederation hi< 
secured to its hardy, energetic and free popula- 
tion. It wag natural ihat such a man should ap- 
prove the Anti'-SlavAy Proviso. He did warm- 
ly approve il; and when it wsb first proposed Id 
Congress to apply this Proviso to the Territo- 
ries to be acquired from Mexico, he gave to Ihe 
nuasure hia decided sanction. At Ibe next ses- 
sion of Congress he began to waver under Ihe 
influence of Presidential hopes and fears; but 
though he voted againat the Proviso, as a clause 
of tbe Three Millions Bill, he still avowed him> 
self in favor of the principle. A year later he 
received more light, and made Iwo amazing diB> 
csveries; first, Ihal Ihe relation of owner and 
slave stands upon the same footing with the re- 
lation of husband and wife, and parent and child; 
secondly, that Congress has no power under ihe 
Constilulion to legislate for Ihe Terriloriei anJ 
consequently no pow4i to prevent Ihe introdue- 
tion of ilaveiy Inlo them. These discoveries, 
he hastened to announce to the world, in aletter 
addressed to a Elaveholder of renneaaee. Il ia 
not too much to say Ihat no well informed man 
believes that Ihpsa are the honeetconvictionEOf 
Lauiii Ctas. It is utterly impossible Ihat they 
shouldbe. They are mere pIedges,eilorled from 
him by the terrors of the Slave Power, that he 
will adiainiater Ihe Government, if elected to the 
Preridency, in oonformily with tbe wishes of Ihe 
slaveholders. Ho has received an instalmentof 
the price of his- self abatemeDt. He has been 
nominated for Ihe Presidency, wllh the aid ef 
Slave State voles. Whether the other instal- 
menl will be paid by hia election remaina to be 

If it be, it will not be paid by the Demoeralic 
party. The Baltimare Convention, by diifran* 
chiuQg the New York Demoeracy;- by conceding 
IhsPkliah dtlefatiB {iMa.aaQ]l^ CtiAvn. tmm 
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^lotes; and. by exacting fealty to the Slave Power 

IS a condition of party fellowship, has created a 

Lew-i^rty in the country, which governed by no 

|f^n«t.|NdjicipIe, but held together chiefly by fear 

•C ihe ilavehalders and the hope of spoils, has 

4 ^r itself the significant name of Honks 

If this parly shall prove strong enough to 

siflct General Cass, he will be elected : it not, he 

hu sold himself for the empty distinction of a 

nomination. 

Meanwhile the Democratic party survives, firm 
and unbroken, in the State of New York, and 
QUen ita trumpet call to all true Democrats in 
other States* to organize upon the platform of 
Jefferson, and rally around the white flag of 
Freedom. We do uot doubt the party will come 
(nth stronger than ever from the ordeal through 
which it is now patsiog. The places of the Hunk- 
in who will leave]it will be supplied by the acces^ 
mn of multitudes, earnestly attached to the car- 
iaal principles of the Democratic Faith, hith** 
erto withheld from co-operation with it, by its 
alleged unfaithfulness on questions of Freedom. 

In less than three weeks after the Baltimore 
OoQvention had accomplished its great achieve- 
nuot of disbanding the Democratic Party, the 
A'ltional Convention oi the Whigs assembled in 
Philadelphia. The Philadelphia Convention met 
uuierthe influence of the same controlling agen- 
ts which had been so potent at Baltimore; but 
nder somewhat different circumstances in other 
respects. The Whig Party in the Free States 
had made the strongest professions of devotion to 
the cause of Freedom. Hardly a meeting of whigs 
was anywhere held which did not adopt strong 
resolutions in favor of the exclusion of slavery 
frpm National Territory. All the candidates for 
the nomination in the Free States were under- 
itood to lavor this policy. Henry Clay, though 
himself a slaveholder and a citizen of a Slave 
Hute, was believed to be opposed to the introduc- 
ti(m of slavery into the territories acquired from 
Mexico, not only on the score of its impolicy, but 
bat because he denied the constitutional compe- 
tency of Congress to legislate for that object. 
General Taylor, as we have already said, had t>een 
nominated as the Independent Candidate of the 
ISouth. It was apparent, however, that General 
Tajrlor, as an Independent CaBdidate,could not be 
riected. He could receive no votes in the Free 
^ States, and the votes of the Slave States, in the 
event of an anti-slavery-extension candidate be- 
ing nominated by the Whigs, would be -divided 
between him and the Baltimore nominee. It was 
therefore of immense importance to the slavehold- 
•n, unwilling to support any Northern man, how- 
ever pledg^ to slavery, and anxious to elect a 
Soathiem man upon the Southern platform, to 
ncore the nomination of thePhiladelplkia Conven- 
Kon for General Taylor. 

By what threats— by what promi ses b y what 
ippliancea of every kind they succeeded in effiKC- 
hg this ohject, can never be known :. but they did 
meteed, Geamal TtylotrlMd. ae vec Toted t. whig 



ticket; had never advocated a whig nieasure; had 
never avowed a whig principle; bad declared him- 
self unacquainted with all great questions of pub- 
lic policy; — and yet he was nominated for the 
Presidency by a Convention of Whigs ! General 
Taylor was a military commander, whose chief 
and almost sole distinctions, were won in the war 
with Mexico; — and yet he was nominated for the 
Presidency by a Convention of the Opponents of 
the War!! General Taylor was a slaveholder, 
reared from childhood among slaveholders, hold- 
ing those views of slavery advocated by Messrs. 
Calhoun, Yancey, and Berrien, and common in 
the extreme South, which hardly allow the sanity 
of one who questions the constitutionality or ex- 
pediency of allowing slaveholding wherever the 
jurisdiction of the General Government extends; — 
and yet Gen. Taylor was nominated for the Presi- 
dency, by a Convention of which one hundred and 
sixty-three members, out of two hundred and 
eighty represented constituencies, which demand 
the exclusion of slavery from National Territo- 
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The records of political inconsistency may be 
searched in vain for a parallel to that of the Whig 
National Nominating Convention of 1848. Prin- 
ciple and policy were alike forgotten. All 
past professions were recklessly disregarded. 
Trampling under foot every consideration of past 
service to the whig cause and of repute for states- 
manship and of devotion to the great doctrine of 
Free Soil for Free Men, the Convention rushed 
headlong to the nomination of the sole candidate 
acceptable to the slaveholders. 

Never was the Free North — never was the Free 
West so humbled at the footstool of the Slave 

I Power. 

I No nomination has ever been made in this 
country which was received with so much dissat- 
isfaction by the constituents of the nominating del- 

: egates. Every one asks. Why were the Statesmen 

I of the North and West set aside T Why, if a 

■ military chief was wanted, were the claims of the 
; conqueror of Mexico disregarded.? Why, if none 
i but a slaveholder would answer, was tho distiri- 
! guished leader of the party in past conflicts, iio 
I unceremoniously passed by? And the answer 
1 which rises to the lips of every one is, — All these 
: were supposed to be favorable to the exclusion of 

■ slavery from the territories, while General Taylor 
alone in position, sentiment and purpose, repre- 

' sented the interests and wishes of the slaveholder&. 

i The Baltimore Convention, disbanded the De- 
. mocratic party. The Philadelphia Convention 

performed the same service for the Whig party. It 
' is true that the nominations both of General Cass 

and General Taylor were made by persons delc- 
' gated, respectively, from the Whig and Democratic 

parties,and each nominee may perhaps receive the 
• suffrages of a plurality of those who have hitherto 
I constituted the party for which he was nominated. 
j But General ' Cass is not a true representative o 
I the Democracy; not is G«un^ 'Y%:s(SsitoaDL '«3k^ 
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anit. 'I'be iuppoHan of Tuyior an Taylor men 
ralber than Whig*. Tbe Bupparten of both are 
willins or unwilling, conBcioai or unconn^ous 
lawals of tba Sla«e Power, While Ihe 
nations of Europe, in the light of the great 
principles of the Americiin DecUralinn of Inde- 
penilence, are straggling for freedam: — at tbe very 
moment when France, having oierturned the 
Throne aod establiilieil tbe Republic, is giving <o 
her colonial slaves, that Liberty' which she hii^ 
juEt acquired for herieir, the world beholds the 
amazing spectacle of two great parties in the "C- 
iiited States, vymg with each other, not in ptoii. 

lungs of liberlj, but in preparing fetters for them- 
selves and their posterity, by extending slavery 
over vast legioni now exempt from that baneful 

We have met in Convenlion to protest agunst 
ihiabase surrender of Ibe rights of the FreeStBtee; 
to declare ouraelves and the people aiempt from 
all obligation to support the nominees of 
tho« Slave-holders and (heir adherents; lo call 
upon all lovers of Liberty, all haters of Despotism, 
all true Whige of 1776, aU true Demo; " ' 



rally und 
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nei of Independence against these n< 

Wb wage DO war agaiHt the Slave Stateii. \^'e ' 
do not ask that Slarerr be abolished by CongrcK- 
stonal enactment in any State. But wedodemnncl ' 
Slavery shall not lay its foul hands upon us. We 
do demand that Slavery shall cease to control the 
action of the National Goiernment. Wedo de- 
mand that Slavery shall beeicludcd rromNalioii- 
al Territories. 

In all this we demand nothing more than every 
Statesman of the Era of Independence and of the 
Conalitulion, supposed (o be fully secured to tlie 
people of tbe Free Stales. No statesman of th^it 
day dreamed that the power of the General Gov- 
ernment would ever be used tn extend or foster 
Slavery ; or thai any National Territory would :>e 1 
Stained and cnrsed by its presence. On the con- 
trary almost ell concurred in the opinion that Sla- 
very, under (he moral Influence of the National 
Government, and Ihroogh (he legitimate action of 
the State Legislatures and individual emancipator:; 
would, at no very distani day, disappear from bII i 
the States. ' 

These positions are suEcFplibla of easy proof, _ j 
The evidence as to the dpsigns and anticpalions ! 
ofouc Hetolutionary Fathers in relation lo-Slii- 
very, is full and complete. We ask espediil 
attention, at present, to the policy and power nf 
the Federal Government in respect to its Exten- 

Itiswellknownthatduring the waroftbeRev- 
elution several of the States lud claim, under their 
respecUve charters, to the territory between tlie 
Alleghanies and Miuissippi. tt is also well 
known that the Federal Congress claimed the 
same territory as unoccupied lands, which origi- 
nally belonged, not to the colonies, but to t^c 
rVown, and had beennrestfd from Britain bj (lie 
eoBunon blood and treasire of all Ibe State*. 



of Slate ai 
jkiriBdictions, and therefore urged the 
make liberal cesaiona of territorial claimu 

Cessions were accordingly made by New zM 
MassechusettB.VirgiDia, Connecticut, SoDth'i" 
olina. Korth Carolina, and Georgia. By t 
cessians the title of the United States vras coiriini 
ed to all the territories Ncrth of the Ohio; ^iiiIlM 
nil that now consiltutes the Statu of TMiCeiiM,'! 
Mississippi, and Alabama. I 

The first of these cessions was made by Iftw I 
York.onthoUtof March, 1780; th'e eocond, by I 
Virginia, on IstofMareh, 1784. These ccbrodi 
.embraced the Northwestern Territory only. 
I 1>n (he Ift of March, 1784, the very day o 
the Virginia Cession, a committee, consisting of 
Messrs. Jiffbsson, of Virginia, Cbabs of Ma< 
' ryland, and Howell, of Khode Islind, repoitcd 
. a plan for (he goTernmen( of the entire Weatera 
Territory, acquired and lo be acqaired, "ceded 
'or-lo be ceded," extending from the 31»( to be- 
jondthe 47lb degree of Norib lalilude. This 
I plan provided for the division of the whole Ter« 
iritory into seventeen States, with certain piB<- 
< scribed boundsries; and for the establishmml of 
"(emporary and permanent governments" for 
I them; and for their Goal admisNon inio the Ped- 
I oral Union, with this Pboviso among olhara, a* , 
I the basis both of the "temporary and permanent J 

"rrovidfd. That after (he yJar 1800, of 
ChiiEtisn £ra, there shall be neither stav 
nor involuntary aeivitude, in any of the ■ 
Stiles, otherwise than in the punishment 
Crimea, whereof the parly shall have been duty 
convicted to have been personally guilty." 

It will be noted that this Proviso made do pro- 
vision for the reclnmslion of slaves escaped into 
the Territory. It vras designed and framed at 
a complete defence against (ha iutrnsion of 
slavery in any. form, or under any modiEcation. 
The coming century was lo witness, upon thi 
first day of its eiislence, tbe inaoguralion of 
freedom, as the perpetual and fundamental Us 
of all National Territories, and of all States U 
be created from them. 

of JelTerson. It was worthy of the snthoT oftbs 
Declare lion of Independence. The Prorito 
was his second noblest work- 
It is to he deplored that even (hen (here 
were soma delegates in (longress, who did i>o( 
share the spirit of Jefferson. Of (hese, Mr. 
Spaight, of North Carolina, achieved for himself 
an unenviable immortality, by bis motion on (he 
19lh April, 1784, to strike out (be Proviso fror« 
the reported pUn of Govarnment. Tbe qties- 
(ioa, on this motion, in occordsnce wi(b the 
usage of Congress, when (wssing npon matters, 
rsquiiing the ataeot of nine Slates to Ihe valid- 
it; ofuiMt,nM Ukeniothis form; 'Shalt this 
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t»ni)?'' If nine States, each having one 
ouiJ respond, '*aje*' the clause would \fe 
; if not, it would be stricken out. Upon 
3tion thus put, eleven States represented 
ity three delegates, voted. Six States 
'aye;'' three States, of which one was 
I, voted no; one, North Carolina, was 
and one, New Jersey, was, on that day, 
ited by a single delegate, whoso vote was 
: under the articles of confederation could 
counted as the vote of his State. Of the 
;s, sixteen ffed "aye," and seven voted 
The assent of nine States being consid- 
cessary to retain the clause, the motion 
2 out, was declared carried. ' Thus with 
rds of the States, whose votes could be 
I, and more than two thirds of the dole- 
1 its favor, the Proviso was lost. Had 
ent delegate from New Jersey beenpro" 
id but one of the colleagues of Mr. ief- 
)een animated by his spirit, and had Mr. 
: voted with his colleague, Mr- William- 
had the voice of a majority of two thirds 
lowed to prevail, the Proviso would have 
irrevocable law, the progress of slavery 
the original States would have been ar- 
forever, and its speedy extinction in all 
[lave necessarily followed. 

cannot* pause to dwell on the vast and 
g consequences of this minority decision, 
scription can represent; no computation 
e;.no limitation bound them. Had they 
oreseen with any degree of certainty or 
'ss, the result, assuredly, would have been 
ise. Those who voted against the Pro- 
om considerations of personal or sectional 
t, or because they deemed it premature to 
e f )r territory not yet acquired, or merely 
e they wif^hed to adjourn a troublesome 
n, would have shrunk from the responsi- 
inflicting the transcendent rvils of Slavery 
iion, upon their country and their country^ 

friends of freedom were not discouraged 

defeat. They were still a powerful 

ty, and the sympathies of the people 

rilh them. Three years afterwards, the 

of the Western Territories was again 
up, and an ordinance was reported for the 
ment of the Territory Northwest of the 
hio. This Territory, it must be remem- 
had been ceded by Virginia, a slavehold** 
ate, and slavery was already establish- 
t, having been introduced by the French 
I, prior to the cession by France to Great 
I, in 1688. If then it had been the policy 
Government to foster or extend slavery, 
ly there would have been no interferencs 
here. Not such, however, but the revtrso 
I, was then our national policy. EiBitf 
position to the extension of Freedom,which 
anifested itself three years before, hftd 
iared. When, therefore, a motion was 



made by Nathan Dane, of Massachusettes, to 
amend the reported ordinance, by engrafting up^ 
on it the Proviso of Jefferson, it was carried 
without a dissenting voice. The prohibition of 
slavery thus became the corner stone of the In- 
stitutions of ^he Northwest. It stands in the Or- 
dinance as n perpetual memorial of the noble 
purpose of our ifathers, by themselves therein set 
fori h, to "EXTX17D the fundamental principles of 
civil and religious libbhtt; to fix and £8tab« 
LTSH those principles as the basis of all law$, 
CONSTITUTIONS and oovERNMENTs,which forev- 
er thereafter should be frarhed in the said Terri^ 
tory.*' 'IMiere let it stand forever! 

It has been well said that the monument of 
Jefferson is not over his grave in Virginia. — 
Brambles and the wild gra^s grow over that. — 
But bis monument is he<re; here in the broad 
Northwest, wherever Free Labor plies its honors 
ahle task, wherever Science leads youth in pur- 
suit of knowledge, wherever Religion pours its 
celestial light, in all our happy homes, and in 
the hearts of four millions of Freemen, is the 
monument of Thomas Jefferson. We look ups 
on it and bless God who raised up such a man 
for such a time, and provided worthy comrades 
with him, and worthy successors in his wor.k 
when hacJFas wtthdrawn from it, until its final 
compli9^P) by the adoption of the Ordinance. 

It is worthy of remark that the privilege of re- 
claiming fugitives from service is limited by the 
Ordinance to servants escaped into the Territory 
from one nf the original States. Thi»' phrase- 
ology distinctly reveals the purpose of the States- 
men of that day — a purpoiete otherwise sufficient* 
ly manifest — that no more slave States should ev- 
I er bo admitted into the Union. 
I It is worthy of remembrance, also, that the 
i Ordinance of 1787, and the Constitution of the 
United States, were framed at\the same time, in 
the same city, by two bodies co« operating, and 
constituted in part of the same members. The 
two instruments must be construed together, 
; as parts of one great system of Govern- 
I ment and National Policy: and it seems to us 
that no intelligent man, who examines both, 
can honestly deny that it was the settled Amer- 
ican policy of that day, not to extend and na- 
tionalize but to limit and localize the institution 
of slavery. It was the design of our fathers to 
confer on Federal Government no power to 
abolish slavery, by direct legislation, in the 
States, and none to establish or support it by le. 
giblation or otherwise, in the Territories, or else- 
where. 

It is true that the policy of slavery restriction 
was afterwards by degrees lost sight of. Con- 
gress accepted territorial cessions from South 
(/arolina, North Carolina and Georgia, with 
conditions in the deeds of cession against the 
application to the ceded territory of the Slavery 
prohibition of the ordinance of 1787; and in the 
territory thus ac<\ulKed. ^Vw^rj -^'^^ 'sg«txss^^«^ 
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under national aultiorilj. At s liler period 
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period Elill later. Florida waa purchastd from 
Spain, anJ the Sliveiy, which eiisled in both at 
(be lime of acciuisilian, viaa pertnitleil lo cod- 
tinue untlet the TerritoTial GroTcrnment, villi 
sains rcgtricliona o^inet the augmentalian of 
the slave population, which, as might here been 
cipectcd, proved unavailing. Had CongrcsB 
jiurBueil the policy marlied out bv the JPlTifrsin 
Proviflo, or fullined the general eipectalion of the 
people.pre vailing when thai Proviso was adopted, 
or carefully regardfd (ha jnsl limils of their con- 

permillcd in any of these lerriluries. 

We ask the allention of the people of Ohio 

fd this departure from the original policy of Ihe 
Kalional Government.' 

One conseiiuence viaa Iha admiaaion into (ha 
Union of new Slave TjlaWa. created out of the 
territories, in which slavery was Ihua pei' 
milled la eiia'. Tonnesiee, Louisiana, Missia> 
sippi and Alabama auccaeaively applied for ad- 
mission inlo the Union as alaveholding Stales. 
Tbeie applications ptoToked liule or no opposi 
lion; BUd the applying Slalaa were admilled 
wilbonl any slavery reslnctitin The applicalioa 
of Miasouri however met a determioci^ resis- 
tance. The people of the Free Slitei were 
ibornughly aroused; her Slatesmen were una- 
nimoiisi and, for a time, it seemed certain thai 
measures for the 
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ondi-. 
infcderacy. But 



lion of her sdmissim 
Ibe ovent of the snuggle was otherwise, lleset- 
lers enough abanJoned the cause of freedom to 
secure the triumph of the slavery extensionisis, 
and Missouri also took her place iu the L'nion 
aa a si a veh aiding Stale, The friends arfreedom, 
discouraged by Ibe ie^ue of this struggle, sub- 
milled almoat passivclf Ittfre subsequent admis- 
sion of Arkansas and Floriila. Strengthened and 
cncoursged by. these ai^cessions.lhe Slave Power 
demanded and obtaioed lbs annexation of Teias 
and its admission into the L'nian as a slave- 
holding Stile. Eigbl Slave Slalea have been 
thus added to the Union, without regard to the 
original policy of the Country, and in violation 
ni we firmly believe of (he spirit, if not the 
letter, of (he Constilution. 

The population af tlieaa Slates in 1810. al- 
lowing ttvo hundred and fifty thousand lor 
Florida and Teiae, not then admilicd. was 
2.908,031 persons of whom 938,429 were slavea, 
computing those in Florida and Teiasat 50,000. 
The population nfOhio, in 1840. was 1,619.467. 
The eight new Slavoholding Stales had tben 
a free population riceeding by less than One 
fourth that^of tbe aingle free|8tata of Ohio; and 
j-el tine Sutet hare eigbt tinea as many votes 
w Oiio in tbe Sentte of tba United Btatei; 
tad bare ia tbe Hoa*e of AepreseDtkfivea wvaD 



re pre sen tali vea for their slaves; and consequently 
I in the election of President and Vice President 
I cast fiRy-one votes, whits Ohio oasts liut tweni/ 
, ihree. Such is the enormous disproportion uf 
'political power to free population, the advan- 
' tagea of Ibe ilisprapoHion being all in favor at 
ibe Slave Slates, growing out of the ExlensioB 
j of Slavery. 

.\nolher consequence o{ theEitensiua of! 
Slavery was the abandonment of all plans of 
emancipation in Ihe nngiuat Slave Stales. — 
I Nearly all the leading.oharaelcrsof Viiiiinia and 
Maryland, and many in other Slave Stales, before 
and for some time alter Ihe aduplion of the 
Federal Conatitution, favured Freedoai. Bui as 
these men passed jrom the stage of active life, 
xnd markets for slaves were opened in the West 
■ and Snuthwesl. and the slaveholders began to ap- 
! precislo the immense pulilical power secured to 
I them by the represenlaliori of three fillbs of their 
' slaves, Ihe idea of Emancipation grew less and 
Jens popular, until it bscaine daogerous to utter the 
maiims of Jelliirson and the precepts of Washing- 
ton, even when alanding upi>n Ihe soil above their 
graves. It ia true that of late tbe spiiit of Eman- 
oipalion seems to have revived i but it is Irue al- 
so that the struggle of Emancipationists in the 
Sl,ive States, will be hoprless. unless the Freemen 
of the Free Stales prove faithful to the cause of 

Other consequences of Ihe the Eitension of Sla- 
very are seen In tbe portentous control exercised 
bv the Slave Power over the entire Legislative. 
Judicial and Executive Administration of ihe 
(iovrrnmenl; over tbe selection and eIrctioD of 
candidalrs for office, and over Ihe exprcasioo of 
{ opinion in Ihe balls of public debate and in the 
, humbler discussions of the street and Uie fireside, 
I bs influence, like that of every oiher dcapolism. 
' though unseen, is everywhere lelL It is tiol loo 
much to say that the People of the Free States are 
now the vassals of ibe Slave Power. And the 
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ind for the people whom we re- 
present, we will skibmit to il^o longer; and w« 
KiV you. Freemen of our noble Slarr. lo rally to 
llie banner of the Free for the sake of Freedom. 

Emboldened by past success tbe slaveholdera 
have entered upon their last grenl expaiimenL— 
Hitberlo they have been conlrnt with securing ths 
progreasof Slavery,, under the proteclion of lbs 
Federal Government, in lerritories where Slavery 
existed at the time nf acquiailion. They now df 
mand ihe exwnsion of SUvery inlo Free Terri- 
tnriea. They ilemand the sanction of ^'ational 
Legiilation fir iha traffic in men and women, in 
Territories where such iralRc is now. as it outhi 
to he everywhere, a crime in law. 'I'hey domsnit 
IbU the American People, debasing- themselvet 
Mow the level of the vileai Governmenis of the 
Old World.shall enact, in the view nf mackingI}(a- 
, pota and indignant Freemen, Ibe infiimous part of 
lipiDpssiiul'iaU ot 3\&vcrt, 'I\a^ Vvttta&iauc- 



f paint is the canecioUB abi 
ciplcs for the mere chance 
tu people are not prep 



neded ihUlbej hive atiSedtbe voice of Freeden 
w the namiaating can*eDtiooii at Ballimore iikI 
fhiUdelpbia. Tbey have exacted Troto tbe firat 
tbe alafish and ainurd declaration lliat all action 
}ij CoDgresa againal slavery ia unnarranled and 
bngerous; in the other they eoiitempuiuely laid 
on the table a reBalulion agatnel the Eiieneion of 
Slavery, oficred by a delegate from this Stat«. — 
. They have aeaured noroinationB, by both can- 
r'Jnotiani, of Preaidential candidatea prepared 
Ut) concede them their extremeet demands. | 

I Nothing remains but iha choice of disgraceful 
{ nboiLsiior), or manly resistance. Osr election ia I 
' made. Webelievealso, thoelectinnof thepeopip 
«f Ohio is made. Tbe hacks of Party and (h< 
Mtellites of Slaiery i^ll find that there is a poin 
Wwhichpatt 

la abandonment of vital prii 
( of party Bucceaa. That 
re pared to descend 
pnnt of degradation, we have the moat cneering 
MuraneeBfrom all partt of (lie Slate. Indications 
nsltiply of a mighty u;irieing of the masses, vbich 
will oiorw helm the betrayersof the Principles of 
Ohio. 

Nor ore (base indications confined to our own 
Slate. The Democracy of New Yorit, likl a 
strong man alter eleep, is arming itself to do 
Uttle for Freedom. It has shaken off at once 
.the deadly embtac«s of Hunherism and the Slave 
Poner, and stands forth, full of strength and 
viitor, as the champion of Liberty. The Whigs 
Dt Massachnsetls, reterline to the maiims of Iho 
vhigsof're.anddiscardinEttieleEBoniofcoldand 

battle fields of frecdorn to strike again for her 
SBcred cause. From tbe farthest (vest and from 
thg farthest east come woida of encouragement 
ind cheer. 

Democrats of Ohio! Where will you he in 
<hii contest for Freedom! What has the Slave 
Power dona for you, that you should support the 
''uididates which it liaa forced into nomination? 
Dws not Ihe Slave Power scoff at your free La- 
W! Does it not demand the exclusion of 

I Jourselves and your children from the bounteous 
ragioaa of (he newly acquired west, unless you 

I will go there to 1« "yoked in nilh marked and 
branded SlDvesT" Why vote for Lenia Casa! 

^•uselfish and mean abandonment of yi 

, PICB,— is truckling desertion ofyourinl 

iyaur righta, — is treachery 
iltlion loyour BHiTragesl It not, do not vole 
locyour betrayer, but bestow your suffrages for 
I * nan who can be depended on foi fidelity to 
I roar principles and to you. 
' _ Whigs ot Ohio! Whigs to whom the prins 
■rplesuf 1776 ate dear, weaak jou,4indeTwh*[ 



lanneiwitlyourallyl Will you fight undera flog, 
n^criNd no longer with tbe cheiiibed iHinciplta 
if the Whigs, but displaying on one side the 
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ly that if you elect the candi- 
diLte, who has been nominated fat you, you add 
new Mtength to the ijlave Poner, already so 
farmidahla and«ii dangerous. 

Lei not the Whiss say, -'we must vote for 
Tayl.ir. to defeat Cass." And let not the Dem- 
ucrjith tay, "we mast vote for Cass, to defeat 
Tuylor." Sucb language aa this is unfit for 
iien^ible and patriotic man. Vol> for no candi- 
date i*ho is unworthy ol your aulTrages, Vot« 
tbr no CJindidatewho does not lairly represent 
your principles. Let the Liberty-loving Demb- 
ctat vi>te for freedom, and troat that his Liberty 
Inving brother Whig will do the same. ' Lettbe 
Liberly-loving Whig reciprocate this generous 
confidence. Vole on principle — vote right, and 
yon need not fear the conaequencea. A vote 
given in accordance with the dictate of con 
ecicnce is never lost. Its salutary inSuence, « 
a noble testimony for Truth end Freedom will 
be fell, whether the candidate for whom it is 
given be elected or not. Those voles only are 
lost which are given forunfit men in violation 
of principle. But we need not lose oar votes in 
:iiiy sense. Let the Whigs, Democruls, and 
Lilitrly men opposed to the ejleneion of slave- 
ry, unite under the banner of Free Democracy, 
and na\hing can resist them. They can elect 
llicir candidate by ample majorities <rver Caasnken 
and Taylor men bolh. 

Kiifieeially would we warn the Freemen oflho 
Slaleii to guard the avenues lo Congress and tha 
Si atL' Legislat'ires. Vole lor no man for Congress 
or thrSlateLegisliture whoisnoC an assured and 
independent opponent of Slave Power and Slave- 
rv Eit^nsion.no mailer Irom what party becomes. 
VaU' For nii man who, for any consideration or 
under any circumstances, will postpone the 
claims of Freedom to the iiilerasta ol Parly. We 
have had dooghtoced representatiies enough, — 
Let us hereafter be represented by Freemen, 

Fellow Citizens: we commit tbe cause of Free- 
dom to tbe Preemen otOhio. We cannot, we 
will not believe thai you will desert it, or sutler it 
to be ileserttd. ' From every quarter we have the 
most auspicious assurances. The people are iodss 
ing and moving. One struggle more — one earn- 
ei^t, psrsevering, mighty, united eSbrt, and tha 

bled fu ever. 
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ADDRESS OF THE INDEPENDENT STATE FREE TERRI- 
TORY CONVENTION OF OHIO, HELD JUNE 
20TH AND 21 ST, TO THE PEOPLE 
OF THE UNITED STATES. 



We address yoOtM ft Convention of Freemen 
of Ohio, assembled without distinction of party, 
as the firiends of Freedom, Free Territory, and 
Free Labor, opposed to the election of Lewis 
Cass or Zachary Taylor to the Preaidency of 
the United States. 

We have resolved to invite the Freemen of 
the United States to meet in Convention at 
'Buffalo, in the State of New York, on Wednes* 
day the 9th day of Anprust, A. D. 1848. 

As early as 1784, a Proviso excluding slavery 
from all National Territories was proposed by 
Jelferson and received the approbation of two 
thirds of the States, and more than two thirds of 
the delegates in CoDsress, present and voting. 

This proviso became law for the Territory 
Northwest of the Ohio, in the Ordinance of 1787, 
by the ananimoua votes of all the States and all 
the Delegates. 

The policy, thus settled by the Ordinance, 
cf excluding slavery from National Terri- 
tories, is vital to the prosperity and harmony of 
the States and to the preservation of the Union. 
Every non-slaveholder in every State is directly 
interested in upholding it and acting upon it. 
None are more deeply interested than the nons 
slaveholders of the Slave States. 

This policy has been departed from. To this pol- 
icy the Government must return, or the Union 
must perish. The Freemen of the country cannot 
and will not submit to the perpetuation of 



slavery, or the increase of the slave power by tbe'i 
extension of slavery. Such submission ^ould 
degrade us in our own esteem and in the esteem 
of Freemen throughout the world. It would be 
offensive to Him, whom our Fathers invoked as 
the Almighty and Eternal Witness of the rec- 
titude of iheir intentions, when they proclaimed 
to the world the great doctrines of Equality and 
Freedom as the only true basis of governments 
among men. 

Neither Gen. Cass nor Gen. Taylor favor this 
policy and we cannot support them. 

We therefore invite the Freemen of every 
State and every Partjp who adopt the creed and 
policy of Jefferson in relation to Slavery and 
Slavery Extension, and concur with us in opposi* 
lion to the election of Lewis Cass and Zachary 
Taylor, to meet us at Buffalo on ftie 9th of Au» 
gust, 1848. 

Let us take counsel together for the safety of 
the Republic. Let us present, for the suffrages ^j 
of the American people, candidates, worthy of = 
Freemen determined to remain Free. 

Sismcd by order of the Convention.' — 
IS'ATHANIEL SAWYIER, Preset. 
Friexu Cook, j 

J. P. KiRTLAND, >. V. Prea^g,. 
Robert Stewart, 
F. M. Keith, 

Donn Piatt, ^Secretaries. 

Wm. G. Graham, 
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